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Abstract
Korean has a number of future tense suffixes, and they differ depending on the field of

use. This article compares the grammars of *-(2.) & A o] 2" -(eu)l geoyeyo and ‘(2.) = A &’
-(ew)lgeyo. The difference between them is explained. It is analyzed with the help of
examples.
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Introduction
Future Tense Although it’s called “future tense,” it’s really more of a probable future tense
than a definite future tense —the Korean “future tense” might translate to “will,” or it might
translate to “would,” depending on how it’s used. For now, just know that the future tense is
used to talk about things that “probably will happen,” and not things that “definitely will
happen.” There are two ways to make the future tense, and they’re each a little different.

“(2)= Ao 2’ and ‘(&)= Al & are both used as future tense. However, there are clear
differences in when to use each of them.
Three Conjugation Rules for ‘-(2.)= Ao 8 and -(2.)= Al 2.
The conjugation rule for both -(2)= A2’ and ‘-(2)= 7] &’ are pretty similar. Only
difference is the endings, ‘7 8" and ‘A & 8. Let’s check out the conjugation with examples.
Rule 1. For a consonant ending verb stem (¥ t}: to eat)
You add ‘& Ao &/5 71 2 to the verb stem.
Ex) HUtH(to eat) -> H = Ao Q. (I will eat)

HS-A 8. (Iwill eat)

Rule 2. For a vowel ending verb stem (3 5-3}t}: to study)
You add ‘= A4 8 /= A & to the verb stem.
Ex) & -3} th(to study) -> &5 7 o 8. (I will study)
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T35k 2. (I will study)
Rule 3. ‘&’ ending verb stem (Y& t}: to make)
You add ‘A o 8. /7] & to the verb stem.
Ex) TH& UH(to make) -> ¥H& A o &.. (I will make something)
THE 7 2. (I will make something)

Usage Difference between ‘-(2.)= Ao 2’ and ‘-(&)= A1 &’
Even though ‘(&)= A&’ and (&)= AL’ are both future tenses, the usages are
completely different. ‘(2.)= 7] 8’ is used to show ‘my reaction’ to the others, whereas ‘(2.) =
71 ¢ 8 is normally used to talk about a fixed plan for the future.
Let’s see each big difference through examples.

1) If the subject of a sentence is NOT ‘T, you have to use ‘(2.)= Ao Q..

As (&)= Al 8’ is always used to ‘my reaction’, it cannot take a subject that is not ‘I’. So

if a subject of a sentence is NOT ‘T’, you always use ‘(2.)= Ao 8.

Ex) H|7} & 71 <] 8. (0)

H 7} 2 A1 2. (X) It will rain.
*H] 7} 9.t} to rain

As the sentence takes the subject ‘H](rain)’, ‘()= A < 2’ has to be used.For this reason,
You always use ‘(2)= A 2’ ending for question forms because most questions take a
subject that is not ‘T’ unless I ask a question to myself.
Ex) 7t HE& AdQ?
Are YOU going to eat?

*uk: rice, meal *9 U}: to eat
FTE W A Q2

Who are YOU going to meet?

**Fh:who  *RHUT): to meet

2) You use ‘(2.)= 7] & when you’ve just decided to do something by other’s words.

Ex) A: o] A Y5 oj8 ¥ 2. A: This is too difficult.
B: A7} =} 4. B: (If you say so) I'll help you.
*o] A:this *UY:too *o]HT}: to be difficult *35T}: to help

B has just decided to help A as A said “This is too difficult’. By using ‘(2.)= 7] &, B implies
that “If you say so I'll help you”. It is a reaction to A’s words.

It is very strange to use ‘Al 7} =2}& 74 2’ in this context because it implies “I was
supposed to help you even before you requested”. ‘(2.)= A o] 2 is normally used for a plan
that is already fixed and is not affected by whom you are talking to.

Ex) A: W 3 Aloll | & Ao Q2

A: What are you going to do at 3 tomorrow?
B: & g Aol &5 74 Q.
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B: I am going to work out at 3 tomorrow.
*Yd: tomorrow *A]: counter word for hour *%:what *3}t}:todo *<% 7 3}T}: to exercise
Both sentences talk about a fixed plan, using ‘(2.)= A o 2’. They just ask and state a fact
but not a reaction to the other’s words.
2) You use ‘(&)= 7| &’ if you want to show that you are aware of your listeners

When Koreans leave a gathering or a party before it ends, they often say this.
Ex) A WA ZA 2. (if you don’t mind) I will leave first.

*H A : first *7}t}: to go

Even though it is not a reaction to someone’s words, you should use ‘(&)= 7| 8’ as it is a
reaction to the thought that others may have. By saying ‘2 A 8, you show that you are aware
of the listeners and gently deliver the fact that you will leave first.
If you say ‘4] 14 Z A o] & at the moment you leave, it implies ‘I will leave no matter what
you guys say!” which will make you sound rude.

Let’s summarize the difference with this chart!
If you say ‘4] " A 2 7] o] & at the moment you leave, it implies ‘I will leave no matter what
you guys say!” which will make you sound rude.

()= Hole (@ =A=

Can take any of Can only take ‘I’ as a
subjects subject

Can be used in a Cannot be used in a
question form question form

Fixed plan Just decided plan by
other’s words

Not influenced by Show that you are
other listeners or aware of other
speakers listeners

Example sentences of -(2)2 A2 and —(2)= A0 2.
i H| 7t & 70| Q. It's going to rain tomorrow.

*L| : tomorrow *H|7} 2L}: to rain

A: HE st £ 5. A: I can’t speak Korean.

B: H&EOLR. N7t O 2 LT A Q. B: It’s okay. I will speak in English.
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*Sh= & SFC}: to speak Korean *E#LCH: to be okay *ZSHL}: to speak, say

M, LHEOf H= &2 HO| Q? Jin, are you going to visit Korea next year?

*L§A: next year *7}LCl: to go, to visit

A:LEL 25 2t HOR? A: Aren’t you going to work out again today?

B: =2 24 2. B: Iwill doit today.

*Q+E:today *-E:too,even *=&O}C}: to work out

A: Z| ST CL X2 295t QI0{ K. A: I'm sorry. I'm having a meeting right now.
B: LI5S0 CtA| M3t A 2. B: I will call you again later.

*Z| &S LIC}: I'm sorry (formal way) *X|2:now *2|2|SIC}: to have a meeting *LH&SOfl:

later *CHA[: again *M B}SHLY: to call

COiAM X 3E% HO2? When on earth are you going to study?

* & CHM|: on earth(to emphasize) *&FStC: to study!

Conclusion

In this article, we listed the differences between ‘(&)= Ao 2'-[(eu)]l geoyeyo] and
‘(2)= A1 8’[-(eu)lgeyo] grammar. We have considered which grammar is used in which
case. So, if the subject of a sentence is NOT ‘T, you have to use ‘(2)= A2 [-(eu)l
geoyeyo].And we use ‘(2.) = Al & ’[-(eu)lgeyo] if you want to show that you are aware of your
listeners. Also, ‘(2.)= A o &'-[(eu)]l geoyeyo] is used when we have fixed plans, oppositely,
‘(2)= Al 2[-(eu)lgeyo] is used when just planned. ‘(&)= A o &'-[(eu)] geoyeyo] can be
used in a question form , but ‘()= #| &’[-(eu)lgeyo] can not.
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